ECONOMICS 175
Fall  2012
DR. NANCY VIRTS
OFFICE HOURS: Office hours will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00-12:00, and by appointment in Juniper Hall 3125. The phone is 818-677-2462. My e-mail address is nancy.virts@csun.edu. 

TEXT: Gary M. Walton. Hugh Rockoff, History of the American Economy.  11th Edition, 2010.

ISBN-13: 978-0324-78661-3

COURSE Description: Introduction to U.S. Economic History (3 credits). This course covers events in the United States from the middle of the 17th century to the present. The class uses economic analysis to examine social, political and economic events from the Colonial Period to the present. Students who earn credit for this course may not earn credit for ECON 375. (This course fulfills Title 5 requirement in American History and Government.)
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  To use economic analysis to understand the social, political and economic events in the United States from the 1600s to the present.  To understand how the interdependence between political institutions and socioeconomic conditions in the USA contributed to process of economic development of the United States.  
EXAMS: There will be two midterm exams each worth 100 points and a comprehensive final worth 200 points. All exams will have multiple choice and an essay questions.  Students should ask to be excused from an exam only for illness or other emergencies of similar magnitude. To be excused from an exam the student must notify the professor as soon as possible, but no latter than the day of the exam. No make-up midterms will be given under any circumstances. The grades of students who are excused from tests will be based on the tests taken and final exam. (midterm 100 points, final 200 points) You cannot pass this class without taking the final exam. It will be given only at the time scheduled , which is May 15 from  8:00-10:00.  I will not reschedule the final to accommodate your work schedule, travel plans or for any reason other than a medical emergency.

HOMEWORK:  
GRADES: Grades in the class will be based on exam, class participation and homework scores only. No extra credit work will be given after the class has ended. No adjustments will be made for personal circumstances. The following scale will be used:

A    85-100% 

A -   84

B+  83

B    70-82

B-  69

C+ 68

C   55-67

C-  54

D+ 53

D   40-52

F   <40

CLASS POLICY:  Incompletes: Incompletes will be given only under the most extreme circumstances (e.g. serious illness verified by a physician) and only if the student is passing the course. In such cases the student must notify the instructor no later than the day of the final exam and complete the administrative procedures necessary before final grades are submitted. An incomplete may not be assigned when a student would have to retake a course. According to University policy, an incomplete may not be assigned when a student would have to retake a course. 
Drops: The university drop policy allows students to drop online during the first three weeks of the semester. Enrollments recorded by the end of the third week of instruction are considered official and unalterable. Partial and complete withdrawals should be completed by the end of the third week so that students on waiting lists can be accommodated in Week 4. In order to drop classes during the fourth week of instruction, students must seek approval from the instructor and department chair of the course. Students seeking schedule adjustments during the fourth week of instruction should do so early in the week to ensure that they obtain all required signatures and submit the form to Admission and Records before the deadline. http://www.csun.edu/a&r/forms/pdf/UGS%205th%20week%20form.pdf 

  Students are solely responsible for enrolling or withdrawing from classes through SOLAR during Weeks 1-3 or through filing a Change of Schedule Petition during Week 4. Instructors cannot officially add or drop students. Changes in academic schedules after the fourth week are rarely approved and only in cases where the student can provide written proof of extraordinary circumstances that have arisen from events beyond his or her control. Information on complete and partial medical withdrawals (includes taking care of a sick relative) is posted here: http://www.csun.edu/~shcenter/medicalwithdrawls.htm 

Absences: Students are responsible for all material present in class. Students who miss class for any reason must make arrangements to get notes from another student. 

Academic Dishonesty: All University rules and regulations concerning academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced. University rules prohibit cheating, fabrication, facilitating the academic dishonesty of another student, and plagiarism. If you engage in any of these activities in this class, you will fail the class. A letter will be sent to the appropriate campus officials requesting disciplinary action which may include suspension and expulsion from the University. 

COURSE OUTLINE:

	WEEK OF
	SUBJECT
	CHAP (s).
	CALENDAR

	Jan 23
	Introduction


	1
	

	Jan 30

	The Colonial Era
	2-6
	

	Feb 6
	Hard Realities for a New Nation

Land and the Early Westward Movements
	7 - 8
	

	Feb 13
	Transportation and Market Growth

Market expansion and Industry in First Transition
	9 - 10
	

	Feb 20
	Labor during the Early Industrial Period

Money and Banking in the Developing Economy
	11 - 12
	

	Feb 27
	Review and Test
	
	TEST # 1:  Ch 2 – 12 

March 1

	March 5
	The Entrenchment of Slavery

and Regional Conflict
	13
	

	March 12
	War, Recovery and Regional Divergence

Agriculture’s Western Advance,

 Railroads and Economic Change
	14--17
	

	March 19
	Industrial Expansion and Concentration , The Emergence of America’s Labor Consciousness

Money, Prices, and Finance in the Post Bellum Era
	17 - 19
	

	March 26
	Commerce at Home and Abroad

World War I
	20 - 21
	

	Spring Break April 2-6       

	April 9
	Review and Test
	
	TEST # 2: Ch 13 – 21 April 12

	April 16
	The Roaring Twenties

The Great Depression
	22 - 23
	

	April 23
	The New Deal

World War II
	24 - 25
	

	April 30 
	The Changing Role of the Federal Government

Monetary Policy, Fiscal Policy, and the Business Cycle after World War II
	26 - 27
	

	May 7
	Review
	
	

	May 15
	FINAL EXAM                                         

8:00 AM – 10:00  PM


